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BUT THERE IS ONE THING | MUST WARN YOU 2 
imm EE Ti] 95002 ТҮТТҮ 
22474. EVER TRY TO ENTER THAT Room IT m 





ES, MR, RASS, I 
E QUIRE YOUR SERVICES 
AS Å BUTLER, SINCE THIS 
HOUSE 15 TO LARGE ТО 
ANDLE bY MYSELF. ፲፪ 
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he DAYS PASS AS Po otl BUT WHY WOULD SHE WANT 
05 Ао HIS DUNES AS 5 То хуц YOU? AND WHAT CAN 
168. i 3 


ASI‏ ك 
MUST HELP MET MY SISTER.‏ 
NERMO 15 GOING TO КИ MEI inc CAN он‏ 


P 





AND THAT Room? THAT 1 DONT KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON НЕВЕ» 
HORRID ROOM 1177 BUT I'D BETTER FOLLOW HER AND SEE 
WHERE SHE GOES. 








HuH? SHE 
DISAPPEARED 12 








LATER THAT NIGHT PooH SUDDENLY AWAKENS 
FROM ASOUND SU SLEEP. 




















Poon BASS LEAVES HIS 
Room AND GOES To The 
HEAD OF The STARS.. 


(T's COMING FROM 
DOWNSTAIRS! 








THA... THAT GIRLÉ SHE'S 
GOING TOWARD THAT 
MYSTERIOUS ROOM ASIF SHE 


WERE HYPNOTIZED WHAT 
COULD BE IN THERE J 























WHATEVER ISIN THERE, TORE THAT POOR GIRL TO 
SHREDS WHAT HORRIBLE THING IS GOING ON IN 
This House? Miss CITTACK MUST BE INSANEZ SHE 
ME TERRIBLE ANIMAL УОЙ THING» IN THAT 
VNE GOT TO FIND OUT WHATIT IS, BUT DO 


IT'S QUIET IN TheRE 
NOW 
































SKELETONS! SKULLS! DRIED UP 
BLOODS GAD! IT LOOKS LIKE OVER R 
DOZEN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN MURDERED 








Тоон RASS Looks ABOUT HIMSELF AT THE ROOM OF 
DEATH, AND SHUDDERS. А Foul, GHASTLY ODOR, RISES 
TO HIS NOSTRILS, AND THEN НЕ LOOKS DOWN AND SEE'S 
17. THERE,ON THE STONE FLOOR,LIES THE REMAINS 
OF MISS CITTACK'S SISTER. IN А POOL OF BLOODE HER 
FACE CLAWED TO SHREDS, AND PIECES OF Loose FLESH 
DANGLING FROM THE BONES. 











ALL OF ASUDDEN POOH 15 NO LONGER CURIOUS 
TO KNOW WHATS IN THE HORRIBLE ROOM. THE 
THOUGHT OF STAYING IN THERE ONE MORE 
ҮДА UNBEARABLE ғ H 

О! 

















ያ wf. COULD'NT MIND YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS AND STAY OUT ዕዩ 
[| HERE, COULD You! WELL, NOW 
You WILL KNOW EVERYTHING I 
ALL THROUGH The CENTURIES 
MY ANCESTORS СОТ THIS 














GRAAAEZS J XES MR. RASS. YOU ከ፳፪፪ ГА MAD SORCERER PLACED THIS CURSE ON US FoR 


CROSSING HIM. AND EVER SINCE EVERY MEMBER 
OF THE FAMILY HAS GOTTEN THIS DISEASE SOONER 
OR LATER. | НАМЕ TO KEEP MYSELF LOCKED IN THIS 

ROOM RT NIGHT SO | WONT KILL ANYONE, BUT NOW 
THAT YOU'RE HERE. 


TT 


The SCENE: The OCULAR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES. TED STECK, WELL KNOWN 


SCIENTIST, WORKS ON AN IMPORTANT RADIATION EXPERIMENT, LITTLE SUSPECTING THE HORROR 
” 


THAT LIES AHEAD,..... | 1 











0 |, Ә-ер 


ТІ 
° 


“| LABORATORIES , AND WILL BE ABLE, Ю 
99:410 DO THINGS MY OWN WAY, AND Joa gf 




















BEFORE | START THE EXPERIMENT |6 " КИНГ | HOWEVER, TED IS NOT THE ONLY 
I MUST PUT ON ТМ PROTECTIVE E || мокко? IT WOR = ONE TRYING ТО ВЕ HEAD ОР 
HELMET WHICH WILL SHIELD МЕ FROM አር ыг 
THE RADIAT — 7 
ከም Md WIFE, АТ HER HOME, р = 


FOR YEARS NOW 


To GET RID OF THAT 
STUPID HUSBAND OF YOURS 
LINDA. AT LAST | HAVE IN- 








































This LIQUID ThAT I HAVE AND THAT MY DEAR, 15 How | |NOW, TONIGHT WHEN HE Comes 8 
PERFECTED AT THE LAB WILL, WE ARE GOING To ELIMINATE Home, PLACE SOME OF THIS IN His ፳፳ቋ 
WHEN DRUNKENOR SWALLOWED, | | THAT WEAK WILLED HUSBAND COFFEE AND SOON HIS INSIDES WILL 
EAT AWAY THE INSIDES OF A ፖ 
PERSON AND WILL EVENTORILY OF Yours? Bt COMPLETELY EATEN AWAY? 

L THEM? 2 3 












HORRIBLE YES, BUT IT'S THE ቋ፳ LINDA WILL BE GLAD TO HEAR 
OF THIS. MAYBE NOW SHE WILL 
NOM. E P СОР No. FON Wis WAY HOME SHOW А LITTLE RESPECT FOR МЕГ 


WHILE AND LET МЕ KNO 
WHAT HAPPENS, ОКУ Pall 


DONT WORRY. IT 
WILLE JUST 

DONT GET NERVOUS, 
THATS ALLT 















А COLD WIND COMES ИР, CLOUDS PASS ACROSS 
THE MOON, AND Å HEAVY TORRENT OF RAIN 
POURS DOWN. TED (5 DEEP IN THOUGHT... 











1 WONDER IF LINDA 
HAS DINNER READY 

















“ገ 
TED STECK TELLS HIS WIFE 

OF HIS EXPERIMENT AND HIS 
CHANCES OF A PROMOTION. SHE 
LISTENS AND ACTS HAPPY, BUT 
IN HER MIND OTHER THOUGHTS 


ARE FORMING. 


YOU WONT BE AROUND LONG 
ENOUGH TO ENJOY THAT PR 


የ252: Aa 












TED SEATS HIMSELF AT THE 
DINING TABLE AS LINDA GOES 
ANTO THE KITCHEN TO PREPARE THE 
EVENING MEAL. SHE 15 NERVOUS, 
BUT DETERMINED. 


JOE SAID THAT THE SOLUTION 
SHOULD START EATING AWAY AT 
TEDS INSIDES ABOUT, 20 MINUTES 
AFTER МЕ DIGESTS W 


SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY LINDA PoURS 
THE DEADLY MOD INTO ñ CUP OF 
BLACK COFFEE... 











LINDA RETURNS TO THE TABLE 
AND SETS THE COFFEE DOWN IN 
FRONT OF TED. TENSELY SHE 
WATCHES WIM RS МЕ BRINGS THE 





hor LIQUID DOWN? 
PP DRINK fT ALL DEAR, 
MÅ IT'S sonn FOR 100: 











СОР TO HIS LIPS ANO GULPS THE 





000000. 
LINDA... WHAT 


TED FINISHES THE COFFEE AND 
STARTS EATING. THE MINUTES 
TICK BY. 200/09 AGONITINGLYZ 
20....15 5... LINDA'S 


WHY THE ХИ ETT) 
1 Час HURRY UP AND W 


THEN SUDDENLY EVERYTHING IS 
DEATHLY QUIET. THEN THERE IS Å 
LOUD, SHRIEKING, TORTURED 

















LINDA ST 
HIS FACE 


AND STAG 








LITTLE BITS OF FLESH DROP TO THE TABLE. T 
SOLUTION DID'NT WORK AS PLANNED, AND. NOW 
THE THING THAT WAS ЭС UD STECK RISES 


ARES IN HORROR AT HER HUSBAND. 
HAS BECOME CRACKED AND DRY, VN 


GE 


“Ху... YOU DID 
SOMETHING TO M 
COFFEE! 00099... 




















Тєр STECK FALLS To THE 
FLOOR. А MASS OF BLOATED, 


HORRIFIED, LINDA RUNS FROM 
THE HOUSE OUT INTO THE 
RAINY, WINDSWEPT NIGHT. 





CRACKED, DECAYING FLESH! 


































































































1...1 MUST....FIND JOE! 
TELL HIM... WHAT 
HAPPENED ያ OH LORD? 
THIS 15 HORRIBLE 227 55 
L... THINK I'M GOING SN 
To BE ORS 











A STRONG WIND COMES UP 
AND LINDA 15 BLOWN ABOUT 
50 ane THAT SHE LOSES. 











hen, AFTER WHAT SEEMS HOURS, 
SHE SEE'S IT. Jor'S HOUSES 
272 








URGENTLY LINDA BANGS ON 
THE DOOR, JOE ANSWERS AND 
SHE TELLS HIM WHAT HAPPENED, 


GOT TO GET BACK 
THERES HURRY? 








JOE AND LINDA MAKE THEIR WAY BACK 
THRU THE FURY OF THE SLASHING RAIN 
TO THE DARK, EERIE HOUSE. EVERYTHING 


15 STILL AND QUIET. 


=== 




















They ЗООЖ 
P SHORT, IN HORROR! OUT 
A AREAS LITTLE BITS AND CHUNKS 








WAIT? 1....1 HEAR 


FooTSTEPS № 
COMING TOWARDS 
95” 









SOMETHING! 





THEY'RE GETTING 


№ CLOSER 7 ሺሺ 
7 







АА 
9" 
ОЛС 


к 
у, 








The DOOR OF THE ROOM 
SLOWLY CREAKS OPEN AND 
THERE STANDS THE DECOM- 
POSED FIGURE OF Тер STECK, 
IT STAGGERS TOWARD JOE 
AND LINDA, STRANGE, 
CRACKED SOUNDS, COMING 
FROM IT'S DECAYED THRON 








....К.. KEEP AWAY 
FROM 9577 






SUDDENLY THE ROTTED 
CREATURE SLUMPS X0 THE 
GROUND, DEAD? 








UGH! THAT WAS THE MOST, 
HORRIBLE THING VVE EVER SEEN? | HAD 
NO IDEA THE SOLUTION WOULD WORK 
LIKE THAT? WELL, HE'S DEAD NOW AND 
WE'RE RID OF HIM ONCE AND FOR ALLY 





WHAT A FOOL | WAS” | DID'NT REALIZE 
THAT BEING NEAR TED, AND BEING 
EXPOSED TO HIM, CAUSED US ALSO 

TO ROT AWAY "А | EEE EERE 








For TWENTY YEARS NOW I HAVE 








BEEN WORKING ON THIS EXPERIMENT 
AND HAVE AT LAST SuceeDED መ 
THIS LIQUID WILL MAKE MY BRAIN 
‘STRONGER THAN ANYONE ALIVE! 

I WILL BE ABLE To SEE INTOTHE 
FORBIDDEN REGIONS OF THE MIND, 
AND SOLVE IT’S SECRETS! 


NOW | WILL KNOW! 
AT LAST! AT LAST! 





HELP МЕН 12 
SOMEBODY PLEASE 
HELP MEZ 








STOP! 1.4 FEEL DIZZY., 








THAT HUGE SKULL 2% 
WHERE DID IT COME FROM? 
AND WHY АМ ነ MERE? | DONT 
039 TO HAVE ANY OF MY SENSES 
UCH, OR AWARENESS. IT'S 
AAN WAS EXISTINS IN A VOID 
WHERE 1 DONT BELONGS 








That LIGHT... IT'S GETTING | [WHAT ГМ SEEKING LIES (8 
BRIGHTER... Риме ME SIDE THE SKULL. | KNOW IT E SR \т. 


TOWARDS 1 


























| MUST WRITE DOWN MY FINDINGS IN MY DIARY 
OF NOTES. 


SLOWLY DR fe Komes OUT OF The UNREAL 
TRANCE HE WAS 


IT'S FANTASTIC | KNOW THINGS NOW 
ABOUT THE MIND THAT No OTHER, 
LIVING PERSON EVER НА: 5 












































The SOLUTION WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH 
HOWEVER, AND | NEED MORE OF THE VITAL} 


ALONE IN HIS LITTLE HOUSE 25 MILES FROM THE NEAREST || ፡| 
TOWN, DR. CLINE MAKES HIS DECISION. 








JUICES FROM A FRESH, HUMAN BRAIN. This, 
BLENDED WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS, MAKES The 
SERUM Compete? (ሺ MUST BE 3 TIMES AS 

NG о THAT I CAN FIND OUT The WHOLE 
AND COMPLETE AN Sun 2 
OF THE HUMAN BRAUN: Y SUE ышк купон Ú 






RR 
If MUST VISIT)’, 
TOWN AND po |, 
WHAT Must BE). ' 
Dower THERE 
IS No OTHER 

WAY? 






























DR. CLINE LETS DOWNA 
ROPE LADDER AND GOES 
TO THE GROUND. 











Then THE SILENCE IS SHATTERED bY The QUICK, SHARP 
CLICK OF Å WOMAN'S HIGH HEELS ОМ THE PAVEMENT. 


SESS SHE 15 








PERFECT! 



































| 15 Ч АМ. WHEN DR, CLINE ARRIVES IN 
TOWN. AS HE WALKS THRU THE DESERTED 
STREETS HE FEELS А COLD, DERTHLIKE, CHILL 
IN THE AIR, HE LISTENS, EVERYTHING 15 r> 
SILENT. + 22255 
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ЇННЭ 


ЕЗЕНГІРІДЕНІ 
2э22 3 
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The MUTALATED боох FALLS LIMPLY TO 
The HARD PAVEMENT, БЕКО” 


DR. CLINE CAREFULLY CUTS OUT THE GIRL'S 
BRAIN AND PLACES IT IN ALITTLE Вох. HE 
THEN HURRIES BACK DOWN THE COBBLESTONE 
STREETS, MIS FACE COVERED WITH SWERT, RND 

А DETERMINED LOOK IN HIS EYES, = 5 





| MUST WORK FAST, Š 
AND REMOVE HER BAI 
BEFORE I'M DISCOVER 


AIN 
567 











Soon DR.CLINE ARRIVES RT SIDE HE ATTACHES A SPECIAL 
HIS SECRET LABORATORY, T OF WIRES TO THE BRAIN, 


SINCE THIS GIRLS BRAIN IS DEAD, 
WHEN ነ REMOVE THE VITAL JUICES 
FROM IT AND ADD THEM To THE 
OTHER INGREDIENTS, | WILL BE 


ABLE To SEE DEATH А ISCOVI 
"UTI S SECRETS) а О 














SHAKING WITH ANTICIPATION, 
DR. CLINE BRINGS THE GLASS 
TO His LIPS»... 


WELL, HERE GOES 











GARRR” ThOSE CREATURES, 
COMING TOWARD ME OUT OF 
THE DARKNESS 777 












The SKULLE) 


INSIDE THE SKULL'S EYE LIES 
THE SECRET OF DEATH? 








2 |11ነነ 











A LONG RAMP... 
DOWNWARDS. 


Том” YOU'RE DEATH 1227 


ME Yrs... лм & 

| DEATH , AND ÀJ] 

Чү! RAVE KOME 
FOR YOU’, 


WHA., WHAT |) 
DO YOU MEAN, 
СОМЕ FOR MELIA 





HAVENT You GUESSED WG 
YET? YOU ARE DEAD?” 


IT CANT BE! £— 

LET ME OUT OF HERE? IN 

WH COULD о 

WRONG WITH THE EXPERIMENT? 








WHAT DR. CLINE FAILED To REALIZE WAS, 
THAT IN ORDER TO DISCOVER DEATH, A 
PERSON HAD TO BE DEAD! THE SOLUTION 
HE DRANK WAS TOO STRONG, AND NOW HIS 
BODY IS А DECAYING MESS ON THE 
LABORATORY FLOOR- 








IT 15 1:30 IN THE MORNING AND EVERYTHING IS STILL AND QUIET. THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF A LONE BEAR SUDDENLY DISTURB THE SILENCE AS HE WALKS DOWN THE STEPS OF 
А SUBWAY STATION m 





Those WERE Coop HORROR Movies 
BUT I DID'NT REALIZE HOW LATE IT was. 
AT THIS TIME OF jus MORNING I ONU 
GET HOME UNTIL 3 OCK? 

















ANOTHER DULL NIGHT. I'LL GO HOME, GO TO SLEEP, 
GET UP, GO То WORK, SAME OLD ROUTINE DAY 
AFTER DAY! 


The BEAR LooKS ABOUT HIMSELF. НЕ 
15 COMPLETELY ALONE. 


| HOPE THE TRAIN COMES 
PRETTY SOON, IT'S SORT 
OF CREEPY HERE? y 









































АНН.... HERE COMES A TRA 


1 | 

























































































The TRAIN SLOWLY COMES TO А STOP, 
AND THE BEAR ENTERS ONE OF THE CARS, 
IT 1$ DESERTED. EVERYTHING IS QUIET 
ANO THE ONLY SOUND THAT САМ BE HEARD 


|$ THE GENTLE HUM OF THE TRAIN’ 
MOTOR. ጩ 5 ANS 


27፡51 















The TRAIN PICKS UP SPEED AND 
VANISHES DOWN ONE OF THE 
DARK SUBWAY TUNNELS . 








HUH? WHY DID 
HE TRAIN STOP? 





THE BEAR STARES OUT THE 
WINDOW INTO THE BLACKNESS. 
Е FLICKERS OF LIGHT WHIZ 





THE BEAR 15 DEEP IN THOUGHT AND 
FAILS To NOTICE THAT THE TRAIN 
15 SLOWING DOWN........ 











THE SLIDING DOORS OF THE CAR OPEN. 
THE BEAR PEERS OUT INTO THE DARKNESS, 








THE TRAIN JERKS, THE BEAR LOSES THE TRAIN STARTS UP AND ZOOMS OFF 
HIS BALANCE AND PLUNGES INTO THE | |INTO THE DISTANCE, LEAVING THE BEAR 
WAITING BLACKNES: si [ALL АМ 2 























А 
HOPE ATRAN 8057 Ay 

















OSE SOUNDS, 


— 3 
GOOD LORD! f а 





























































































































NO? Nor STAY 
p, AWAY FROM ME 


HERE BEAR! 
WE'RE HUNGR) 


THESE TUNNELS GO ON AND ONS 
I'LL NEVER FIND MY WAY 

OUT OF HERE! BUT VVE GOT To 
ESCAPE FROM THOSE 

CREATURES ff 














WHEN HIS WIFE HAD PASSED AWAY OLD EZRA BELLIN HAD SHUT HIMSELF OFF 
FROM THE WORLD. AS THE YEARS PASSED PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHBORING VILLAGE 
BEGAN TO TALK, AND WHISPER ABOUT OLD EZRA AND HOW HE HAD'NT BEEN SEEN 


OUT OF HIS DECAYING OLD HOUSE IN 10 YEARS! SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT HE WAS 
DEAD, BUT OTHERS KNEW BETTER 


THE OLD MAN 





OLD MAN SITS IN HIS DARK, MUSTY 
таа THINKING WILD, CRAZED, THOUGHTS 
TO HIMSELF. SINCE HIS WIFE DIED EZRA 
BELLIN HAS SLOWLY BECOME INSRNEZ 











SLOWLY HE REACHES OUT HIS WITHERED, 
WRINKLED HANDS TOWARD THE 
FIREPLACE. 














MEANWHILE, EZRA'S GRANDRUGHTER 15 Б; 


ON HER WAY TO SEE HIM. 


К/І WONDER WHY 

КЇ GRANDFATHER WOULD 
WANT TO SEE ME AFTER 
ክህ THIS TIME? I Š 

f BEEN QVER 15 YEAR: 


THE PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGE, 

WARNED ME NOT TO COME UP 

HERE. WHY WOULD THEY SAY 
WHAT DO THEY MEAN? 





V'VE NO IDEA WHAT TO 
EXPECT, SOME PEOPLE 
HAVE SAID HE'S CRAZY, 
BUT | DONT THINK 50, 
HE JUST WANTS To BE 
LEFT ALONE, I THINK. 





THE OLD MAN TURNS FROM THE FIREPLACE 
AS HE HEARS FOOTSTEPS COMING UP THE! 
FRONT STEPS 


NOW WHO 
COULD THAT 


THE GIRL RAPS LIGHTLY ON THE HEAVY 
WOOD DOOR. SLOWLY IT CRERKS OPEN 


A CRRCK, RND THE OLD МАМ PEERS OUT. 
ЕРІ-І- 


I'M Your | 


Gran ADEN 
ELSA, 














3 Ç CH A LONG 
THE OLD MAN LEADS ELSA INTO А DUSTY, Z 13 BEEN SUCH | 
ME SINCE WE'VE SEEN ША, 
እሰ C ТО OTE АЕ CH OTHER THAT ነ THOUGHT 
T WOULD BE NICE (የ МЕ 
ULD HAVE A LITTLE... 
UR.--. VISIT. YOU KNOW. 
© KNOW EACH OTHER 
型 T 


G 
Toor AGAIN. RUE 


09 
WELL, GRANDF 








A CRAZED GRIN 

OLD MAN'S FACE AS HE STARES RT 
ELSA. 

HE'S CHANGED. 


THERES SOMETHING 
оор ABOUT HIM. 







ELSA 15 GETTING READY FOR BED 
WHEN SHE HEARS Å NOISE FROM 
OUTSIDE. SHE GOES TO THE WINDOW 
AND LOOKS OUT. meme 


НЭМН) 
~ 5.3 WHATS GRANDFATHER 
E ADOING OUTSIDE THIS d 

є LATE AT NIGHT? oe E] 





































HOURS LATER ELSA 
AWAKENS FROM А 
RESTLESS SLEEP, 


HE..... HE'S GOING 
OFF TOWARD THE 
VILLAGE ያ 





Ч Т 


























HEARS HER GRANDFATHER ELSA SLOWLY OPENS THE DOOR AND STARES 
SOMETHING IN Å ROOM AND IN HORROR RT THE SIGHT BEFORE HER; 
ILLUMINATED BY A SHAFT OF LIGHT. 


E...HE WENT IN THRT 
DOOR DOWN 
THERE! 








= 








OLD EZRA TURNS FROM 
THE HALF EATEN CORPSE 
ON THE FLOOR AND GLRRES 
AT HIS GRRNDRUGHTER. 





THE GIRL SCRERMS ÅS THE OLD MAN ОАО 
НЕҢ, SLIME DRIPPING FROM HIS MOUTH 











ELSA REGAINS HER SENSES AND 
RUNS FROM THE (00713 LOCKING 
THE DOOR BEH ER 












[COME BACK? Ч 











LOCKED] [THE OLD MAN RANTS 


AND RAVES, AND PACES 
THE FLOOR IN 





THE DAYS PASS, THEN WEEKS, THEN 


MONTHS, AND GRADUALLY THE SHOUTING 
AND HOLLERING OF OLD EZRA BELLIN 
STOPS AND EVERYTHING 15 QUIET. 





ONE DAY, A LITTLE WHILE LATER, Å YOUNG 
BOY COMES UPON THE OLD HOUSE AND 

DECIDE S TO EXPLORE IT. HE COMES ТО 
THE LOCKED ROOM, 


4 





Un 

















The BOY 1065 RT THE LATCH ON THE 
DOOR. ` 





DOOR OPENS AND THE BOY 

S АТ TRE SIGHT WITHIN, THE OLD 
GROWN SQ HUNGRY THAT 
ATEN Al 


MSELF Р 
GEE? | WONDERÎ 


WHATS INSIDE? 





"THE EDITOR REMINISCES" 


In 1951, it was difficult 4o obtain the earliest issues of Entertaining Comics 
(Е.С. !a) because of their imense popularity, What hills me, every time I think of it, 
da the fact that I could have very easily obtained all of the finst, second, third and 
subsequent books at my local drugstone then, I only touched then, looked at the great 
covers and quickly put every опе back on the nack, My reason fon this was due Жо the 
fact that my parents only Let me nead "Donald Duck" and "Bugs Bunny" = Super Heroes, 
Caine (omie and all other so-called "Бай influence” books were not "good for те". So, 
all those early editions regrettably slipped through my fingers, I'm sonny Жо say. 


Not жо long after this period in my Life, a school chum asked me if I had any 
comic books, I replied that, yes, I did have some. He was interested in Learning if 
I had any 6.6.70. 1 told him that 1 didn't know. Next day he came +o look oven my 
collection and discovered, 4o his chagrin, that I did not have a single one. later 
that same day, we went to see his collection of Entertaining (omics, and he loaned me 
several copies. From that moment on, I was hooked on E.C. comic books for Life. Not 
талу days Later, "Haunt of Fear", No. 9, hit the nans-atands and I grabbed ту copy. 
very single EC, book even published since then has been added 4o my collection. 


When the publications were discontinued, I stopped going Хо the naus-atanda so 
regularly twice а week, only checking once in awhile. Time passed: 1 got married, 
did my service time in the arm, and was divorced. But all the wile, I kept а smile 
on my face, because I could always turn to my E.C. comica for толай support. I had a 
fellow tell me the sane thing several weeks ago - "EC. comics fon monal support!” 


Fon those of you who have never read an E.C. book, let me go into some detail. 
During the peak years of thein existence, these books were created by some of the beat 
artists and witers ever to have worked in the comic book area. ALL those people who 
were connected with these particular publications seemed to enjoy every moment of time 
apent on then, and the finest quality jobs always appeared, å 


А nane iten in comic books, а letter page, appeared in most issues, With this 
page, the editors communicated with thein thousands of readers, With every nav isme, 
every ardent EC. fan could expect mone and поле thrills and excitement. Enthusiasm fon 
these wonderful books grav rapidly. 


I really loved buying nev С.С. '4. ያ apent a lot of money оп them. Опе day, 
when I was in the eighth grade, I was carrying a big handful of dimes, ала I dropped 
then all over the floor, My teacher wasn't too crazy about that event, I know. Well, 
eventually, I had subscriptions Хо all the titles, and I was often depressed when the 
mailman arrived empty-handed. ያ saved every copy and, Хо this day, need only one issue 
in particular to complete my collection. If a fire шеле even to occun, I would try do 
save this possession before anything else. 


One day, my best friend and I were walking towards my home. I was going do try 
42 trade on sell do him a recently acquired copy of an early Weird Science", It was 
the only copy I had, and even now, I don't know why I шаа tempted t let something 40 
hand Жо get slip from my hands. 


Halfway home, we cane across a volunteer fine house. They had just had a paper 
drive 4o gather funds, There was, apparently, only a pile of old navspapers collected. 
We did locate about five on six comic booke, however. My friend picked then up finst 
and, to my dismay, а лале сору of War Against Crime", No. 1, was in the amall bundle. 
I was really pushed out of shape at missing auch a find, and later that day, I decided 
žo keep that old Weird Science" of mine. If only it could have been my Luck 4o have 
reached those books first - that valuable volume would have been mine! Яцшау, а far 
years later, my friend sold me his EC. collection, го everything turned out all night 
after all. 


The entire Entertaining Comics situation was never foamed from a definite plan. 
It was just a project that grav from nothing into something beyond the wildest dreams 
of all concerned, 


The reason I always enjoyed the stonies so much шад because they were invariably 
interesting, and many contained a "shock" on "sunpnise" ending, Frankly, they were 
just darned good reading material. Occasionally, there were stories ዐዲ art work I did 
not cane (ол, бий, as has often been said, nobody ол anything can be perfect all the 
dime, 


CesT у T Beth ос AC ር ሠ 
daugadone, I went over to the refrigerator and took out a chilled bottle of cola and 
paid fon it, At the book rack, I discovered а пеш issue of "Tuo-Fiated Tales". I was 
pleased, ад usual, A пао С.С. always made me happy. 1 looked at the Jack Davis cover 
and turned to the finst page. I was shocked aa the wonda "In Menoniun", hit my eyes! 
MaF insted Tales" Lo Хо бе discontinued? I I The bottle of cola alipped out of my 


hand and amashed do bits, I шаа адтай in a state of shock - unaware of the shattered 
glass and spilled cola = only the words "In thenoniun" шеле neal. 


From that moment on, one EC. after another gradually dropped out of the series. 
The artiste and uniter, after leaving the discontinued publications, went their oun 
separate ways. lost of then never again seemed Хо be as enthused about thein work, Iż 
appears ад if the time spent with "Entertaining Comics" books were the "Tun" days and 


ane now gone forever. 


I remember one advertisement fon an issue of "The Vault of Horror". A man was 
walking through a doorway with a meat cleaver enbedded in the middle of his fonehead, 
When the book was published, the meat cleaver was gone and replaced with some white 
dines, I still don't know what happened to the cleaver, or why, but someday we should 
be given the anaver to this puzzle. This sont of drastic and arbitrary censonship was 
the beginning of the end fon C.C. 4. 


A fav final comments on (2, 12: 


Let's aee, now = - - - there шеле three honron books, two war books, two 
science fiction books, Яшә humon books, and two suspense booke. 





Who шеле these people - - the Vault Keeper", the Crypt Keeper", and the 
"Old Witch"? They шеле the characters who told the honron stories. АШ 
three did a grand job, and they will always be my friends, I think it 
would have been nice if they could have had their oun television show = 
an anthology style of program, Let's дар. I believe it could have been 
an original and successful presentation. If those of you ито have never 
had ar opportunity to nead ал С.С. comic can obtain one, please do до, 
and you will understand what I am talking about. 


Fon all E.C. fana емелшћеле, and fon myself, I still dream of the day when 
the entire collection сал be reprinted, ao that even mone people can also know and 
enjoy then, ያ would love Жо see а regular magazine size ne-issue started containing 
just the works of those great С.С. artists and writers, There is а good possibility 
that an ፊር. hand-coven. book will be a reality in the near future, Bill Gaines, who 
44 editor of EC. comics, haa contacted Nostalgia Paess and, if it can be worked out, 
the book will eventually be printed. 


Since I created the San Francisco (omic Book Company, I have discovered that, 


of all the comic books published in the past, the most popular ones are the oniginal 
Captain Marvel"; "Donald Duck and "Uncle Scrooge” (Disney Productions); and the best 
of the old Entertaining (ртіса. 


The comic book of today has never achieved, aa yet, the quality of the high 
atandands once contained in the old 6.С.!2, but there але aigna of slowly developing 
improvement. New and better artists але appearing on the scene rapidly, What La now 
desparately needed is a Line-up of good uiters with пеш and original ideas, 


Twelve A.M, Productions is proud žo present this 
finst edition of "Bogeyman Comics". Waiten-artiat 
Rony Hayes is пеш 42 you, the reading public, but 
has been creating his oun comic books, stories, and 
movies фол years, fa, Hayes was responsible fon the 
greatest part of the work (ол. this premiere issue, 
but will have mone help on the second issue, 


Half of the next book has been completed as this finst 
issue goes to press, and the nealts neally look great, 
Laue No. 2 will contain a very long letter page, so 
please send ua your opinions. They will be welcomed. 


We have plans for a second title coming up, but can't 

det you in on the secret as yet. We want do keep our 

creations as original in concept as possible. In time, 
if we find out we але unable Жо achieve а quality equal 
in comparison to the old EC. books, we will try to work 
towards some other goal. Ideas for пеш and different 

horror, science fiction, and shock motion pictures 

але planned, once our comic book line is established. 


GRY C. ARLINGTON, EDITOR 
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